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How is the rest of this talk organized? 
 

 
● Why use paintings and social topics with upper primary 

students? 
 

● How can we approach social topics through paintings in the 
language class?  
 

● What does this approach yield in terms of learning? 



Why use paintings and social 
topics with upper primary 

students?  



Characteristics of upper primary students 
 

 They seek independence. 

They need free, creative expression. 

They grow aware of their own and other people’s emotions.  

They build cultural bridges. 

They form their identities. 

(cf Vygotsky, Piaget) 



“The Arts are fundamental resources through which the 
world is viewed, meaning is created, and the mind 
developed.  

To neglect the contribution of the Arts in education, is to 
deny children access to one of the most stunning aspects 
of their culture and one of the most potent means for 
developing their minds.” (Elliot W. Eisner) 

 



Shari Tisman & Patricia Palmer,  
‘Works of art are good things to talk 
about’ (available online) 
 
Artful thinking, Harvard Project Zero 
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Distilled from Ritchhart et al, Making Thinking Visible 
 



How can we approach social 
topics through paintings in the 

language class?  



Paintings Topics Routines/Activities 

Guernica War/Peace Looking 10x2 / Colour, symbol, image 

The problem we all live with Racism Who? What? Where? How? Why? 

Returning from work City life What makes you say that? / Step inside 

The potato eaters Poverty My image of... 

What after? Refugees What makes you say that?/  Perceive, believe, care 
about 

Overview of the paintings we’ll 
have a look at  



Guernica, Pablo Picasso 
 

 



Looking 10x2 
observing / describing 
 
Class brainstorm 



Student writing 



Student writing 



Colour, symbol, image 
capturing the heart/synthesizing 
/ connecting / representing 
 
Group work 
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Student writing 



Student notes 





Student wordle, handmade 





  





Step inside 
perspective-taking / 
connecting 
 

In collaboration with  
Chris Theocharopoulos, drama teacher 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2O9pV6EcZVE
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Student writing 



Student writing 



 Student notes 



My image of … 
 

synthesizing / connecting / representing 



My image of … 
 
synthesizing / connecting / representing 



What after?, Louay Kayyali 



Student notes 



Students’ re-appraisal 



Student writing 



Perceive, believe, 
care about 

perspective-taking, 
empathic thinking 

 
 
 

From the 
perspective of  
the man 

… the woman 

… the child 



What does this approach yield  
in terms of learning? 



Paintings &  
social topics in 

ELT 

Social  
awareness 

Visual  
literacy 

Meaningful 
language 

Creative  
thinking 



Student opinion 
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capturing 
the heart 

reasoning  
with evidence 

Creative 
thinking 



viewing 

representing 

Visual 
literacy 



Student writing 



respect 

fairness 

Social 
awareness 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Painting is my life. It 
makes me feel human. The 
artist feels everything 
around him, what is 
happening to human 
beings, hunger, war, worry 
about his future, humanity 
in general. The paintings 
help him to express these 
feelings.” (Mohammed 
Masri, Syrian artist) 

Paint me a world 
 

 

 


